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(Editor's Note: The conference offers several video or photo possibilities. Some rapid 
prototyping vendors will fabricate parts on-site at the trade show. Tutorials on desktop 
machining on Monday, June 14, will include hands-on experience. The sessions will rake 
place from 1 to 5 p.m. in Kettering Laboratories 302 on UD' s campus.) 
UD TO HOST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON RAPID PROTOTYPING 
DAYTON, Ohio-- Rapid prototyping, which holds the promise of revolutionizing 
American manufacturing by reducing the time it takes to produce plastic prototypes from 
weeks to days to even hours, still hasn't caught on big in the U.S., but that may change soon, 
according to Terry Wohlers, an internationally recognized expert in rapid prototyping. 
"Rapid prototyping is the most dramatic development since CAD/CAM (computer-
aided design/computer~aided manufacturing)," said Wohlers, one of the keynote speakers at 
the University of Dayton's upcoming international conference on rapid prototyping and trade 
show June 15-16 at the Dayton Convention and Exhibition Center. "Only between 1 to 2 
percent of all manufacturing companies are taking full advantage of the technology, mostly 
because of a lack of education about rapid prototyping." 
More than 100 manufacturers, engineers and researchers from around the world are 
expectetl to attend the fourth annual conference to learn about improvements in the 
technology and new applications, such as in the medical field where surgeons may use rapid 
prototyping to quickly construct a three-dimensional bone implant pattern. Rapid prototyping 
uses a computer-aided design system, a laser and a special optical system to produce plastic 
pans of any geometry without a mold in a matter of hours. 
Wohlers, a Fort Collins, Colo., consultant who regularly speaks at conferences around 
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the world about the technology and helps companies integrate rapid prototyping in their 
operations, predicts a 35 percent revenue growth worldwide this year, making rapid 
prototyping a $52 million-a-year business. Rapid prototyping equipment currently sells for 
between $95,000 and $550,000, but Wohlers expects companies to introduce new systems for 
between $25,000 and $50,000 within a year. Stratasys, a U.S. manufacturer of rapid 
prototyping systems, recently introduced a small system for $50,000. In addition, small 
companies unable to afford the equipment can use rapid prototyping service bureaus that have 
sprung up in the last five years. 
Although the conference is scheduled June 15-16, participants may also attend pre-
conference tutorials on such topics as lasers and desktop machining on June 14 and post-
conference workshops on accuracy issues and ISO 9000 certification on June 17. A tour of 
the University of Dayton's Rapid Prototype Development Laboratory is scheduled from 1:30 
to 3:45 p.m. on June 17. 
The founh international conference on rapid prototyping is sponsored by UD's Rapid 
Prototype Development Laboratory and Management Development Center in cooperation with 
the Edison Materials Technology Center. 
To register for the tutorials, conference or workshops, contact Teresa Bohlander in 
UD's Management Development Center at (513) 229-3115. 
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For assistance in scheduling interviews, contact Teri Rizvi at (513) 229-3241. Terry 
Wohlers is available for advance interviews and can be reached at (303) 225-0086. 
